In the title compound, {[Na(C 4 H 7 O 3 )(H 2 O) 2 ]ÁH 2 O} n , the sodium ion is octahedrally coordinated by two bridging 1,4-anhydroerythritolate ligands, unexpectedly coordinated by the ring oxygen and four water ligands. This bonding pattern leads to one-dimensional antitactical polymeric chains along [010] . One of the exocyclic O atoms of the anhydroerythritolate group is an acceptor in four hydrogen bonds, giving further evidence that it is deprotonated.
Related literature
For the neutral 1,4-anhydroerythritole as a coordination ligand on sodium with either the hydoxyl groups coordinating sodium or a mixed coordination by both the ring oxygen and the hydroxyl groups, see: Ballard et al. (1974 Ballard et al. ( , 1976 . For puckering parameters, see : Cremer & Pople (1975) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Na(C 4 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Burnett & Johnson, 1996) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
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and C4 which can be described according to Cremer & Pople (1975) by the puckering parameters q 2 = 0.3903 Å and Φ 2 = 180.9772. The closest pucker descriptor is an envelope E O1 .
The bridging ligands lead to a linear chain-like structure along [010] which resembles an antitactical polymer well known from organic chemistry.
The title compound was obtained as a byproduct by the reaction of 40 mMol anhydroerytritol with 160 mMol sodiumhydoxide in 15 mL water at room temperature.
Upon standing for about 14 days at room temperature, colorless platelets of the title compound crystalized from the solution.
Refinement
Carbon hydrogen atoms and hydoxide hydrogen atoms were calculated in ideal geometry with U(H)=1.2*U(C) for all Cbound hydrogen atoms and U(H)=1.5*U(O) for the hydroxide hydrogen atom. The water-bound hydrogen atoms were found from the difference map, the O-H distances were fixed to 0.84 Å and the H-H distances within the water molecules were fixed to 1.36 Å.
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, with atom labels and anisotropic displacement ellipsoids (drawn at 50% probability level) for non-H atoms. 
Special details
Refinement. Carbon hydrogen atoms and hydroxide hydrogen atoms were calculated in ideal geometry with U(H)=1.2*U(C) for all Cbound hydrogen atoms and U(H)=1.5*U(O) for the hydroxide hydrogen atom. The water-bound hydrogen atoms were found from the difference map, the O-H distances were restrained to 0.84 Å and the H-H distances within the water molecules were restrained to 1.36 Å. 0.0308 (7) 0.0304 (7) 0.0336 (7) −0.0053 (5) 0.0188 (6) −0.0022 (5) O3 0.0292 (7) 0.0322 (7) 0.0242 (7) 0.0002 (5) 0.0149 (6) −0.0048 (5) O4 0.0268 (7) 0.0304 (7) 0.0229 (7) −0.0016 (6) 0.0160 (6) −0.0025 (5) O6 0.0269 (7) 0.0299 (7) 0.0281 (7) Symmetry codes: (iii) x, −y, z+1/2; (i) −x+1/2, y+1/2, −z+1/2; (ii) −x+1/2, y−1/2, −z+1/2; (iv) −x, −y, −z.
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